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Assessing the quality of a scientific article has proven
to be an elusive task. Bibliometrics is the value currently
used for this purpose. Although the journal impact factor
was not originally designed to determine the quality of re-
search in a scientific article, it has become a surrogate for
delineating the quality of a journal and even representing
the quality of the individual articles in that journal.

The journal impact factor refers only to the journal in
question and not to the metrics of the articles; it refers to
the number of citations that the journal receives in a two-
year period divided by the number of articles published
in that period.

The impact factor is currently recognized as a surro-
gate for the impact of the articles in the journal and the
individual authors who participate in it, but in essence
that was not the original idea of the term.
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Although there are other metrics that refer to citations,
authors and journals (Eigenfactor, Citescore, Snip, Scima-
go, Article Influence Score, h-Index, Usemetric) they all
respond to a certain quality of the scientific information.

Advances in computer technology at the beginnig of
the 21st century have seen an explosive scientific pub-
lishing revolution that has included open access, online
publication, and worldwide accessibility to these publi-
cations. These developments have made it evident that
more sophisticated tools are required to delimit the qual-
ity of the material present in the scientific literature.

Research metrics are tools for measuring performance
at the journal level and at the author level.

Today, social networks which have not yet been ade-
quately measured (blogs, pots, Facebook, tweets and oth-
er network content) have a great impact on this advance
in information.

This concept is now known as Altimetrics (alterna-
tives to traditional metrics).

Alternate metrics provide additional insight into the
usage of an article by looking at the social activity around
the journal article.

The big problem with this information posted on the
networks is its authenticity, but it is a reality that today
the investigation runs this way, which arrives faster and is
available to everyone.

Another consideration to take into account when
looking for and reading scientific evidence is the research
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in journals of the specialty of our environment that pres-
ent autochthonous epidemiological information that we
cannot otherwise know and investigate.

It is of enormous importance to read the informa-
tion from the magazines of our environment, since they
provide research to contrast with the experience of other
groups and allow us to know our reality.

Another important aspect is the language of origin of
the reader of the evidence.

Although today the "best" evidence is associated
with the English language to follow the advances of the
specialty, it is a reality that not everyone knows how to
read in English.

There is therefore room for publications that are half-
way between high dissemination and state-of-the-art re-
search that are capable of pouring into languages other
than English the substance of the different advances and
can provide truly substantial contributions.

In other words, the language of origin is essential to
facilitate the updating of doctors who speak their language.

This is an essential function of specialized journals
with high dissemination at the national level, which must
guarantee the publication of works of scientific quality
that, for reasons of market or strategy, do not culminate
in more prestigious journals, since they have an impact
on the formation of doctor's knowledge.

On the other hand, a linguistic and terminological
field is created so that the advances of science are trans-
mitted in the language of origin of the reader.

Beyond PubMed, we must prioritize the scientific in-
formation in our environment and understand that the
sciences move constantly and that the impact factor of
journals is not an irreversible condition of the individual
quality of the articles, but rather understand that other
“metrics” of the scientific evidence are useful for our daily
medical activity.
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